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21st Annual IFAMA World Forum and Symposium: The Road to 2050 
Sustainability as a Business Opportunity 

 

Introduction 

The present report describes the attendance to 21st Annual IFAMA World Forum and 

Symposium held in Frankfurt, Germany from June 20 to 23 of 2011. The process of attending 

the conference started on November of 2010 when I first submitted the abstract for oral 

presentation. In January, the IFAMA replayed to me that the topic has been accepted for oral 

presentation. A total of 250 papers were reviewed. The conference also had “the best paper 

competition award” which was established to recognize research which distinctively rises 

above the criteria set in the call for papers. To enter the best paper competition, a manuscript 

must first be accepted to present at the Symposium. Since, I was already accepted to have 

oral presentation in the Symposium, in February of 2011 submit a complete manuscript 

which underwent a comprehensive, “fast track” double-blind peer review. A total of 41 

papers were submitted to the top ten best paper finalists. In April, I receive a decision letter 

from IFAMA that my topic was one of the top ten finalists. As a top 10 best paper finalists, 

authors will be recognize in the IFAMA’s bi-monthly newsletter the ChainLetter, during the 

Symposium and invited to publish their manuscript in the Special Symposium Edition of the 

International Food and Agribusiness Management Review (IFAMR official journal). 

Also a top 10 best paper finalist will be invited to present the paper in a final round of 

competition held during the Frankfurt Symposium June 20 to 23. Finalists had the 

opportunity to male final revisions to their manuscript based on the review feedback. Judges 

would consider both the quality of the manuscript and the oral presentation. The description 

of the final competition comprises the rest of this report for which I had to travel to 

Frankfurt-Germany. 
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IFAMA 21st World Forum and Symposium Program: 

The program of this scientific event was as follow. World Symposium, June 20-21: it 

included 154 oral presentation divided in 81 sections. Poster display, June 20-23, was also 

one important event. Students case completion June 19 and June 21. World forum, June 22-

23, this event had 16 topics with more than 40 distinguish expertise. The forum had 

distinguished guest speakers from the bank, agribusiness, NGOs, and academia sector. Some 

of the speakers were Syngenta’s CEO Michael Mack; DWS (Deutsche Bank) Thomas 

Rueschen; FROSTA’s CEO Felix Ahlers among other speakers. The Presidential Banquet 

(for all the participants) was on June 22. Finally the Forum wrap-up and presidential 

transition took place on the last day, June 23. 

 

My objectives in attending the 21st World Forum and Symposium Frankfurt-
Germany, 2011: 

1. Present my research paper on an international conference of agribusiness 

2. Join the final round competition of the top 10 best paper finalists competition for the four 

awards themes. 

3. Join the students meeting and agribusiness companies meeting 

4. To get new ideas and trend on the agribusiness fields 

5. Create a network with researchers and business representatives from all over the world 

Oral presentation 

In the oral presentation I was the first of the section (See Appendix 1). I had 3 judges joining 

the presentation. The judges considered both the quality of the manuscript and the oral 

presentation. The judges will be allowed to review the comments made by the reviewers who 

assessed the written version of the paper. A total of 50 points will be allocated for manuscript 

quality and another 50 points for the oral presentation. Based upon these final rankings, the 

Best Paper Review Committee will decided which papers will receive the 2011 Symposium 

Best paper Award. 
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Best paper award ceremony 

Best paper award winners receive certificates and plaques during the conference award 

ceremony. The four categories of the competition was conference theme, manuscript reflects 

the annual conference theme, “The road to 2050: Sustainability as a Business Opportunity.” 

Second, innovation: manuscript demonstrates an innovative idea or solution to an agri-agro 

issue. Third, relevance to managers: manuscript presents solutions that are relevant and 

useful to agribusiness managers or management. And fourth, communication or marketing: 

novel communication or marketing of an idea or product. 

My research was awarded best paper winner on innovation theme (See picture in appendix 2). 

The winners are listed below. 

Innovation: 

Technical Efficiency in Milk Production of the Dual-purpose Cattle System in El Salvador 
during Dry and Rainy Seasons. Angel Amed Duron Benitez, National Pingtung University of 
Science and Technology (NPUST) and Wen-Chi Huang, National Pingtung University of 
Science and Technology, Taiwan. 
 
Relevance to managers: 
Effective Marketing of Hass Avacados. Hoy Carman, University of California-Davis, USA. 
 
Communication or marketing: 
Attitudes of Maltese Consumers Towards Quality in Fruit and Vegetables in Relation with 
their Food Related Life Style. Maurizio Canavari, University of Bologna, Italy; Marco 
Dimech, Ministry for resources and Rural Affairs, Malta, Italy; Vincenzina Caputo, 
University of Bologna, Italy. 
 
Conference theme 
Sustainability Strategies in Agribusiness: Understanding Key Drivers, Objectives and Actions 
Allan W. Gray, Purdue University; Amber Rankin, Purdue University; and Michael Boehlje, 
Purdue University, USA. 
 

Attending to other presentations and students social activities 

I joined many presentations in the field of my interest. I had the chance to attend in hear from, 

first hand, other researchers about issues on the agribusiness field. My attendance to the 

presentation where the study took place included the countries of Brazil, European Union, 

Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Spain, United States, and other countries. 
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I was also part of the student-industry agribusiness breakfast, lunch and seminar. This 

seminar allowed for interaction between students and professionals and facilitates discussions 

about the current issues and diverse opportunities within the global food system. I had the 

opportunity to share ideas with students from all over the world and with industries 

representatives as well. 

The world forum offered a variety of topics concerning the agribusiness worldwide. In the 

last two days of the events, June 22-23, I attended the forum section discussions. Here I had 

the chance to join the Harvard Style Teaching Cases along with professors, students and 

expertise (See picture in appendix 3). The moderators and expertise gave the audience a 

specific issue concerning the industry for a group discussion. After the group discussion we 

had a general discussion with the industry representative and the concluding remarks.  

During the networking break, I had the great chance to interact with professors, students, 

industries representatives and other attendees. I also visited the poster display and share ideas 

with some of the participants (See pictures in appendix 4). 

 

Lessons learn 

The IFAMA 21st world forum and symposium has given me a great experience that will have 

its effect in my future career. Some of the specific experiences, I particularly want to mention, 

are listed below: 

The process of joining and winning a scientific international competition of the 21st Annual 

IFAMA World Forum and Symposium: The Road to 2050 Sustainability as a Business 

Opportunity with IFAMA. 

I received valuable feedbacks of other expertise of the agribusiness filed. 

I listened from a firsthand the issues that concern the agribusiness companies. 

I was invited to publish my research in the IFAMA official journal (this journal is listed in 

the SSI). The publication will help me to fulfill one important component of my Ph.D., 

studies. 
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Appendix 1: The program of my oral presentation and final round of the top 10 best paper. 
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Appendix 2: Myself with the Plaque of Best Paper Award winner in the category of 

Innovation. 
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Appendix 3: VION Food Group, Martijn Rademakers Center for Strategy & Leadership, 

Netherlands (right side) and Jose A. Boccherini, Spain (left side) 
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Appendix 4: Myself and Antonio G. Hernandez from Spain explains his poster during the 

networking break 


